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1. TRANSMITTED HEREIN IS THE ENGLISH TEXT OF THE NOTE 
SENT TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, DATED FEBRUARY 19, 1975, 
CONCERNING THE SHOOTING DOWN OF THE BIRD AIR HELICOPTER. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: QUOTE - THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICAN PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL 
UNION OF LAOS AND WISHES TO CALL TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS THE EMBASSY'S NOTE NUMBER 42 
OF JANUARY 22, 1975. IN THAT NOTE THE EMBASSY EXPRESSED 

ITS GRAVE CONCERN AT THE SHOOTING DOWN ON JANUARY 18, 

1975, OF AN UNARMED AND LEGALLY REGISTERED CIVILIAN 
HELICOPTER AND AT THE THREAT TO THE LIVES OF ITS AMERICAN 
PILOT AND PASSENGER WHO WERE ENGAGED IN A HUMANITARIAN 
MISSION. THE EMBASSY'S NOTE REQUESTED THAT APPROPRIATE 
LAO AUTHORITIES UNDERTAKE AN IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION. 

3. QUOTE - THE EMBASSY HAS NOW LEARNED THAT THE LAO 
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1975, ADMITTED THAT MEMBERS OF ITS ARMED FORCE WERE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS ACT. CONTRARY TO THE ALLEGATIONS 
MADE IN THIS BROADCAST, THE HELICOPTER WAS IN FACT FLY- 
ING A USAID OFFICER WHO WAS ENGAGED IN A MISSION TO HELP 
REFUGEES. AS THE MINISTRY KNOWS, US ASSISTANCE TO THE 
REFUGEES HAS BEEN GIVEN AT THE REQUEST OF THE PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNION. NOT ONLY THE VIOLENT 
INTERFERENCE BY ELEMENTS OF THE LAO PATRIOTIC FRONT IN 
SUCH A MISSION BUT EVEN MORE SERIOUSLY THE APPLAUDING OF 
THIS ACT BY THE FRONT'S RADIO, RAISE SERIOUS QUESTIONS 
REGARDING THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNION'S 
ATTITUDE TOWARD ACCEPTED INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS OF 
CONDUCT. THE EMBASSY STRONGLY PROTESTS THIS REPREHENSIBLE 
ACT AND URGES THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL 
UNION TO DETERMINE WHO PARTICIPATED IN THIS INCIDENT. 

THE EMBASSY ALSO WISHES TO KNOW HOW THE PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNION PROPOSES TO DEAL WITH 
THIS MATTER. (COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE). UNQUOTE 
WHITEHOUSE 
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